

NTES OF THE MEETING OF BLYMHILL AND WESTON-UNDER-LIZARD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE BLYMHILL HILL AND WESTON UNDER LIZARD VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30 PM ON
[bookmark: _Hlk74407848] WEDNESDAY 27 JANUARY 2025


PRESENT:                 Cllr Doug McCowan (Chairman)
                                  Cllr V Cook
                                  Cllr L Cross
                                  Cllr P Maddocks
                                  Cllr R Newton
                                  Cllr N Parton (Vice Chairman)                             
                              
IN ATTENDANCE:   Mr P Delaloye – Parish Clerk
                                  Cllr M Sutton – Staffordshire County Council
                                  Cllr W Sutton – South Staffordshire District Council
                                  Cllr S Szalapski – South Staffordshire District Council                             
                                  C Farrow – Bradford Estates

APOLOGIES :          Cllr A Hough
                                 Cllr A Lowe
                                 Cllr D Holmes – South Staffordshire District Council
                                 
   DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST
            None

   MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

            RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 27.01.2025 be  
                                   approved as a correct Record and governance of the Parish Council. 

    MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING
· Thanks were given to the Bradford Estates for their Grant of £1,000 towards a Speed Indication    
Device on the A5 going Westbound at Weston under Lizard.
· Thanks were also given to Bradford Estates for the completion of the hedge cutting as mentioned 
in the last meeting.
· The Parish Clerk reported that SSDC were happy to send some Dog Littering signs to the Bradford Estate offices for them to put on some of their posts and gates.

   VISITORS 
            Mr and Mrs Highman attended the meeting and had a number of items 
1) They said that they had had an issue finding the date of the Parish Council Meeting, the Parish Clerk was going to review where it was stated on the Website and make sure it as easily accessible especially as the Public Assembly was also on the same evening on the 19th of May at 7:40 PM.
2) That they had not yet had a meeting with Steve Farrow and Bradford Estates re the Dog minders and the situation at Brockenhurst. Steve Farrow said he would be happy to meet but would like to see the items in writing so could prepare for it. They also said they wanted attendance of the Parish council for this as well. Cllr B McCowan said he would attend that meeting when it took place
3) That there seems to be more of a criminal element operating in the rural communities and should there be with Community Safety Plans more use of CCTV cameras that could be powered by solar panels. Cllr D McCowan responded that even with information taken the Police do not act on it. Cllr P Maddocks said even if cameras are in place criminals carry on and disregard them, they are not an effective deterrent as have experience of that. Mr Highman asked if we had had the Police attend meetings. The Parish Clerk responded that they had been invited and not attended. Steve Farrow said that they have held a number open events at the Bradford Estates offices and they would be holding more and would let the Highman’s know when the next would be. Cllr D McCowan said that the Parish Council would send them another invitation to attend a Parish Council meeting
 
       REPORT OF The COUNTY COUNCILLOR
             Cllr M Sutton Reported:      
· That for the new Government’s Devolution and Unitisation - Unitisation would bring in the ending of local government tiers – County, District, Borough or town councils and would be just one level to cover the whole area. This should eventually be lot cheaper but the initial change would be expensive with redundancies branding etc but would eventually be cheaper. This area would be for .5 to .8 million residents. For this subject the County Council has put in a proposal on the 21.03.2025 for one unitary for 1 county footprint that would exclude Stoke. The final proposal will be November 2028 and if accepted would be actioned in 2028. He said that SSDC had with 5 other District Councils put in a proposal for 1 Unitary Council, which he thinks would mean more responsibility for Parish Councils. If it is Devolution, with a Mayor then it would be Staffordshire and Stoke but more would come on that in the next 12 months. - Devolution was for every area to have some form of devolution for an area with 1.5 million residents. So probably be Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent that would then have a voted in Mayor in charge of it, like Manchester and London. They would also take over the responsibilities of the Police Crime Commissioner.  
· An extra £21m is going into Adult Social Care to cover the increases in National Insurance and Minimum Wage
· There is also an extra £45m for Highways and for the Budget.
· From the project to recycle medical equipment at collection points at Council Tips there have been over 700 items handed in to be recycled
· 9 out of 10 parents have been allocated their first choice for secondary school placements

   REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNTY COUNCILLORS
             Cllr W Sutton reported:      
· Regarding the Local Government re organisation 6 District Councils including South Staffordshire District Council have put in to join together to become Southern Staffordshire Council. This will involve a lot of work as their different councils presently use differing systems and processes and computer systems which if successful need to be amalgamated and standardised. SSDC will whichever plan is agreed to, will work to get it right for the local residents.
· The local plan has been submitted but would still need to see how the Governments MPPF will affect it, and will only be for 5 years. The SSDC now have to already start working on the next plan to be ready in 5 years’ time.
· Due to the Governments views on House Building SSDC has received a barrage of speculative large scale building proposals, but most do not take into account the infrastructure required on top of the actual House construction. 
· The Corporate Parenting Panel – the panel that make descions for the 1300 children in care are able to give them all Easter Eggs
        

    PLAY AREAS
· Cllr N Parton reported that the Parish Council will need to get updated quotes and grass cutting schedule for the year for the Weston under Lizard Play area. Parish Clerk to contact current company and there will be other quotes required.
· Cllr L Cross said that the Field next to the Blymhill Play area will be being utilized far more in the future so would require more cuts in the year. Cllr P Maddocks proposed and Cllr N Parton seconded that the Parish Clerk contact SSDC who presently cut the field for the schedule and increase the cuts to per year and what the cost would be to enable this. This information to be forwarded on to the Councillors as Cllr L Cross and Cllr R Newton are involved with making more use of the field for the community.
· Cllr V Cook asked about the possibility of replacing equipment in the Weston under Lizard Play area. Cllr N Parton responded that after a meeting with Steve Farrow from Bradford Estates, they had given permission to replace the climbing frame. Cllr W Sutton said that Bishops Wood had upgraded some of their equipment and had obtained a grant from Sport England. The Parish Clerk was asked to contact the Parish Clerk at Brewood for the details of this. Cllr L Cross volunteered to write the bid once the information was obtained. 
              
    FOOTPATHS AND HIGHWAYS
            Footpaths               
·  Cllr R Newton reported in  communication with the Justice Teams who have cleared some of the paths and will do some in the future. Cllr W Sutton said email her some information and the 2 people from Street Scene to neighbourhood work could do some of that
· Cllr R Newton also said he had reorted on the County Council website a number of broken styles but had not heard anything back. Cllr M Sutton asked for the references to be sent to him and he would chase them up.
             Highways
· The Parish Clerk reported that the 2 poles on the A5 that had been suggested for the Speed Indication Device (SID) for the Eastern end of Weston under Lizard had been declined for use by either the SSDC or the installers of the SID. So he was going to ask Weston Park if it would be possible to install a post inside the Park by the wall so the cost of installing a post on the A5 would be negated (Cost of installation on a road would be the biggest part of the cost of a SID). Cllr M Sutton said that if that was unsuccessful and the Parish Council was to have to install on the Roadside, if he was still a County Councillor after elections he could help with part of the cost from his Highways fund. 
[bookmark: _Hlk10904460]
   PLANNING MATTERS

[bookmark: _Hlk8553731][bookmark: _Hlk18838810][bookmark: _Hlk151281674][bookmark: _Hlk24897664][bookmark: _Hlk58681817][bookmark: _Hlk185091192][bookmark: _Hlk162163242][bookmark: _Hlk2505840]Planning Application considered by Parish Council since the meeting held on 27th January 2025          
Application No: 25/00110/FULHH Proposal: Conversion of garage into ancillary living accommodation
Location: Rookery Cottage Blymhill Road Blymhill SHIFNAL TF11 8LS
You can now view these documents online at PublicAccess Please respond with your observations by 16 March 2025 in writing, via ConsulteeAccess or email to planning@sstaffs.gov.uk,

Application No: 25/00042/VAR Proposal: Variation of condition 2 of approved application reference
24/00534/FUL to substitute approved plans with amended roof design
Location: The Red Lion Inn Bun Lane Great Chatwell Newport TF10 9BJ
You can now view these documents online at PublicAccess Please respond with your observations by 20 February 2025 in writing, via ConsulteeAccess or email to planning@sstaffs.gov.uk,

Planning Applications to be Considered by the Parish Council
Nil 

Planning Applications approved or refused by South Staffordshire District Council since the meeting held on 27th January 2025
Appeal decisions for the above site which have both been dismissed
Appeal Decision
Site visit made on 5 November 2024 by H Senior BA (Hons) MCD MRTPI an Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State
Decision date: 5 March 2025
Appeal A: APP/C3430/W/24/3345612
Brineton Court, Brineton, Shiffnal, South Staffordshire, TF11 8NQ
• The appeal is made under section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as
amended) against a refusal to grant approval required under Article 3(1) and Schedule
2, Part 3, Class Q of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development)
(England) Order 2015 (as amended).
• The appeal is made by Mr Liam Owen against the decision of South Staffordshire District
Council.
• The application Ref is 23/00892/AGRRES.
• The development proposed is application for the determination of Prior Approval under
Part 3, Class Q of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development)
Order 2015 as amended for the change of use of an agricultural building and land within
its curtilage to a use falling within Class C3 (dwelling house); and operations reasonably
necessary to convert the building into domestic use.
Appeal B: APP/C3430/W/24/3350889
Brineton Court, Brineton, Shiffnal, South Staffordshire, TF11 8NQ
• The appeal is made under section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as
amended) against a refusal to grant planning permission.
• The appeal is made by Mr and Mrs L Owen against the decision of South Staffordshire
District Council.
• The application Ref is 24/00056/FUL.
• The development proposed is conversion and extension of existing agricultural building
into domestic residence.

SSDC Planning Approvals, Validation and Enforcement Emails sent to all Parish Councillors when received.

	FINANCIAL MATTERS 
[bookmark: _Hlk524701903]
[bookmark: _Hlk62031699]RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT

[bookmark: _Hlk177900454]Balance as at 27th January 2025                                                                                                              £8,800.49

Payments since meeting held on 27th January 2025 to be confirmed

Payment Made as Approved since 25th March 2024
[bookmark: _Hlk145252463]SSDC Ground Maintenance 2nd & 3rd Quarter                                                                                         £433.89
Clerks sundry expenses                                                                                                                                   £30.30
Bradford Estates Play area rent March 2025 to Sept 2025                                                                      £15.00
Monthly Bank Charges 10.01.25 to 9.02.25                                                                                                  £4.25

Payment to be Approved
Nil

Subtotal                                                                                                                                                         £483.44

Income received since Meeting held on 27th January 2025

Subtotal                                                                                                                                                              £0.00

[bookmark: _Hlk193618696]Balance as at 31st March 2025                                                                                                                 £8,317.05

[bookmark: _Hlk513984330]Blymhill and Weston Under Lizard Parish Council Accounts 
1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk147906497][bookmark: _Hlk156741392]STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT AS AT 31st MARCH 2025	
	  
[bookmark: _Hlk185091324]Funds at 1st April 2024                                  	                £6,328.22
	
Income since 1 April 2024	
[bookmark: _Hlk166926686]Parish Precept – 12 months	                  £6,500.00
Bradford Estate grant towards the Speed Indication Device                                                           £1,000.00

Subtotal                                                                                                                                                     £7,500.00

TOTAL                                                                                                                                                        £13,828.22

Expenditure since 1st April 2023
Zurich Municipal Parish Council Insurances                                                                                              £353.70
Parish Clerk’s Fee Quarters 1, 2 & 3                                                                                                        £2,000.00
Staffordshire Parish Councils Association Annual Subscription                                                            £242.00
SSDC Ground Maintenance 4th Quarter and 1st Quarter                                                                        £783.92
Town and Parish Council Websites – Parish Council Website, annual web hosting fee                   £302.00
St Andrews Parish (Graveyard fund)                                                                                                          £800.00
Brewood and District Voluntary Car Scheme                                                                                           £200.00
St Marys Parish Churchyard fund                                                                                                               £350.00
Blymhill and Weston Parish Magazine                                                                                                      £250.00
Weston Club – Institute rooms                                                                                                                   £150.00
[bookmark: _Hlk151282348]Bradford Estates Play area rent March 2023 to March 2025                                                                  £45.00
Clerk’s Sundry expenses                                                                                                                                £30.30
Monthly Bank Charges 10.01.25 to 9.02.25                                                                                                 £4.25

[bookmark: _Hlk156741625]Subtotal	                    £5,511.17
	
Funds for 31st March 2025                                   	                   £8,317.05

Finances were proposed Cllr V Cook and Seconded by Cllr R Newton and approved


3279   ANY OTHER BUSINESS    
            
· Cllr P Maddocks said there was a lot of Litter about including the M54 Motorway was that not an ideal time to clear it while closed and asked if there any plans for the District / County Councils to do more. Cllr W Sutton said that they have a number of Voluntary Picking Teams. There have been about several Fly tipping prosecutions. If though it has been tipped on private land it was down to the Landowner to clear it. Cllr L Cross said that the youth club was going to be doing a Litter Pick. Cllr W Sutton said for him to let her know when this was to be and she would arrange  a special pick up and supply some Hi Viz vests and other equipment.
· Cllr V Cook reported that the Community Speed Watch Team had done a number of events on the A5. But more volunteers for the Community Speed Watch group would be greatly welcomed and that anyone who wanted more information on this and the training involved should contact the Parish Clerk on phil.delaloye@googlemail.com 
· Community Shop – still doing okay.
· Cllr D McCowan asked if any of the Parish Councillors would be a representative on the Village Hall Committee. Cllr R Newton said he would do it but if not able to attend another Councillor could attend in his stead.

Bradford Estates. 
· Cllr V Cook asked what was to happen to the Cricket Field now that Shifnal Cricket Club were not going to use it. Steve Farrow said that Shifnal Cricket Club were paid up until October 2025, but there was already some interest from other clubs.
· Cllr V Cook asked about the field behind the Cricket pitch. Steve Farrow reported that the tree planting around the Estate was nearly completed and was around a number of fields as well as Tong Mere and would be a permissive right of way, but would need for people to keep to the paths as there was still grazing land or arable. He would let the Parish Council know when it was completed and would be opened for the public. 

   CORRESPONDENCE
· Resident from Bridgeman Court - I was wandering if the local counsel, would authorise the
installation of a Blind Spot Mirror on the Lamp Post directly across from the Bridgeman Court 
entrance. Due to the restricted vision when coming out of the Court, it is becoming rather risky joining Rectory Drive. With the increase in commercial traffic ie deliveries of groceries, Amazon parcels, etc and the speeds the vehicles are doing, not discounting some of the locals. I feel its only a matter of time before an accident occurs.
Cllr M Sutton said that the County Council would not put up mirrors as there could be liability involved if any accidents were to occur if they were in place. The County Council would also not allow any Mirrors to be sited on County Council property, such as Lampposts for the same reason.
· It was reported that there was an increase in Dog waste around the Reservoir close to the Barn Conversions on Beirterton Lane, and that it would be good to have a Bin there by the gates that give access to and close to the Road. Cllr W Sutton said by a road would give easy access to the people to empty the bins. As this was on Bradford Estate Land Steve Farrow said that he would need to look at it to make sure the Access for Farm Vehicles would not be impeded.

  DATE OF NEXT MEETING
		
          RESOLVED:  That the next meeting of the Parish Council be held on Monday 19th May 2025 at 
                                 7.40 pm with the Public Assembly at the Blymhill and Weston under Lizard Village Hall. 
       
Dates of the other meetings for 2025 – 
Then the following dates but at 7:40
15.09.2025
10.11.2025

